Beaumanis Consenvation Society

(Formerly Beaumaris Tree Preservation Socier y 1953-1070)

Tel. 589-1802 ' 18 Anita Street
BEAUMARI S
VICTORIA 3193

1st March 1989
Hon. Tom Roper MLA

Minister for Planning and Environment
477 Collins Street

MELBOURNE

VICTORIA 3000

Dear Mr Roper,

re: Proposal for Conservation Zoning for the Gramatan Avenue
Heathland Sanctuary, Gramatan Avenue, Beaumaris

The Beaumaris Conservation Society, after the 28th Anniversary of its first
leasing the above Sanctuary from the City of Sandringham (the first lease began
on 28th June 1960), has written to Sandringham Council on 30th November 1988
asking it to initiate the necessary steps to change the zoning of the Sanctuary
(Melway 86C6) under the Planning Scheme from its present Residential zoning to a
Conservation zoning.

The freehold of the 0.27 hectare Sanctuary is owned by the City of Sandringham,
and comprises four separate allotments. The Sanctuary was protected initially
when some of the pioneers of Victoria’s now quite large conservation movement
persuaded Sandringham Council, in the 1950s, to purchase the heathland from its
then owners, the Dunlop Rubber Company, and reserve it. Local residents,
supported by botanical authorities including Professor John Turner, Professor of
Botany at the University of Melbourne; Dr Jim Willis, Victorian Government
Botanist; and Miss Edna Walling, Landscape Architect, thought it most important
that some of the former widespread indigenous heathland community in Beaumaris
be retained as evidence of the outstanding natural biological community that
preceded the urban development there.

Our copy of the Lands Department Aerial Photograph dated 28th January 1951 shows
the area bounded by Balcombe Road, Reserve Road, Pacific Boulevard and Hayden’s
Road to have been almost entirely uncleared vegetation. Few suburbs at
Sandringham’s distance from the centre of Melbourne have any examples of their
original plant communities left. Such extensively-modified areas are deprived of
the environmental diversity that Sandringham offers. A special feature of the
Sanctuary is its area of Wallflower Orchids, Diuris longifolia. Although not
uncommon in Victoria, they are now rare in the metropolitan area.

The successful operation of the Sanctuary for over a quarter of a century has
led to its having become a recognized and valued feature of the character of
Beaumaris. The Sanctuary has, for its continued protection, had to be securely
fenced, but it is one of the conditions of its lease that it is opened for
public inspection regularly and also by appointment. The present fencing, which
is in fairly good condition, was paid for by this Society. The cost, in 1958,
was 463 pounds. That sum, when converted to present monetary values using the
Consumer Price Index, is equivalent to $6330. With the long-term success of the
Sanctuary demonstrated, it has become increasingly evident that its current
Residential zoning is inappropriate.
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The overwhelming majority of the land in Beaumaris has a Residential or
Commercial zoning, which is appropriate tor land that is, or may be, used for
housing as of right. It would be of great concern to all those that value the
Sanctuary, and to those that have worked to establish and maintain it, if it
were to be used as anything other than a Heathland Sanctuary, without a thorough
process of review and justification. Such a process is provided by the procedure
involved in a Planning Scheme Amendment.

The present Residential zoning is unsatisfactory because it allows the
long-standing and highly-valued Sanctuary to be destroyed too readily, and
without the opportunity for arbitration, if necessary, by State planning
authorities.

The type of Conservation zoning sought has already been achieved by Sandringham
Council in the case of the Bay Road Heathland Reserve in Sandringham (Melway
77B10-11), which, we understand, is zoned "Conservation 4". The Gramatan Avenue
Heathland Sanctuary has been set aside and protected ftor conservation purposes
for a much longer period, and has a much higher concentration of heathland
species. Nearly a quarter* of its species do not occur at the Bay Road Reserve.

Although we have asked Sandringham Council to provide better long term
commitment and continuity for the Sanctuary by instituting the procedures
necessary to have the zoning changed to a Conservation zoning that would prevent
uses incompatible with its role as a conservation area, it is obviously
necessary, for the desired Planning Scheme Amendment to be implemented, that
you, as Minister, appreciate and approve the proposal.

In support of our proposal, we include a tolder of copies of early documents
relating to the land prior to and up to its fencing and leasing as a Heathland
Sanctuary, including the original lease, and we attach as appendices the
tollowing documents:

(a) lists of over sixty* heathland species identified by Ms Daintry Fletcher, a
Conservation Officer for Sandringham City Council, in 1983-84; Dr Jim
Willis, former Victorian Government Botanist, in 1980; and Mr Ian Starkey of
the Royal Melbourne Institute ot Technology, in 1975.

(b) a copy of the Heathland Sanctuary "NATURE WALK" brochure, June 1987.

(c) a copy of the current lease, which runs until 27th October 1990, and in
which details of the land titles are shown (The lease includes a Schedule,
which sets out the conditions of use and the Purposes for which the
Sanctuary is to be used.)

(d) a copy of the Constitution of the Beaumaris Conservation Society.

Yours sincerely,

sz%m

Geot'frey Goode
President



