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Bayside City Council’s draft Nature Strip Planting Policy 2014

Dear Sir or Madam,

Beaumaris Conservation Society Inc. supports Bayside City Council’s draft Nature Strip Planting
Policy 2014, but makes some suggestions below for changes to the draft.

“Traditional”: In the three places that the word “traditional” appears, it should be replaced with 
the word “usual”, as the areas of land that are now “nature strips” were originally - and not long 
ago - the habitat of indigenous vegetation, unless they happened to be bare. The word 
“traditional” gives the false impression that “nature strips” of mown exotic grasses were an 
original state of long standing that has been perpetuated. That is untrue, as the land in question 
was the habitat of indigenous vegetation untll very recent patterns of urbanization changed that.

In the southern part of Bayside municipality, that change was little more than sixty years ago, 
well within living memory. In the many millennia before that, indigenous vegetation prevailed, as 
Bayside’s citizens are reminded - at the opening of each Council meeting - by one of its 
councillors proclaiming, for the Council, its Acknowledgement of Original Inhabitants, which is: 

♦ We acknowledge that the original inhabitants of this land that we call Bayside were the 
Boon wurrung people of the Kulin nation. 
,
♦ They loved this land, they cared for it and considered themselves to be part of it. 

♦ We acknowledge that we have a responsibility to nurture the land, and sustain it for future 
generations. 

“Beautification”: This word in Section 1 should be replaced by the more objective expression 
“approved planting”, as beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and can suggest that adornment is 
envisaged, whereas the aim should be to give an opportunity to restore indigenous vegetation, 
even though a few people feel that it looks untidy and unkempt.
 
The wording of Objective 2 should be corrected, to read more grammatically, by omitting a 
superfluous “that” and adding a necessary “and”, as well as adding two extra commas as shown
in red:
“To provide guidance to residents to ensure, that if nature strips are modified, that the 
appropriate approvals are obtained prior to modifications being made, and that they are 
landscaped and maintained appropriately to provide for the safe and unobstructed flow of 
pedestrian traffic, access for postal deliveries and utility service providers, unimpeded access to
fire hydrants, the safety of vehicles using the road, kerbside parking of vehicles, and safe and 
practical conditions for waste collection.” 

Saving of Water: Water restrictions are brought in when needed, and can prohibit the watering 
of nature strips. Very few people are seen watering nature strips any more. The main reason for 
the policy should be to increase the extent and visibility of Bayside's indigenous shrubs and 
ground cover plants. A reference to the saving of water could be omitted, although BCS Inc. has
no objection to its retention, which might discourage some needless and wasteful watering.
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Reduction in Noise of Mowing: A reason that could be added to the policy is the value in 
reducing the noise and unnecessary use of motor mowers.

Width to be Free of Planting: BCS Inc. considers that the proposed 500 mm clear strip is wide
enough to allow passengers to get out of cars. The car door does not have to be open to its full 
width. In special cases, for wider than usual doors, or very large or infirm passengers, the driver 
can simply stop against the nearest driveway crossing to let the passenger alight, and then 
move a little forward or back to the parking space chosen.

List of Items not to be Placed on Nature Strips: The focus on indigenous plantings should be
re-inforced by including, as a specific prohibition in that list, “any plant that is not indigenous to 
Bayside municipality”.

BCS Inc’s Constitutional Objectives: The support of the draft Policy by Beaumaris 
Conservation Society Inc. is very much in accord with the Objectives in Rule 1 of its 
Constitution, particularly:

1.3(b)(1) to encourage, to the greatest degree possible, and with special reference to the land, 
sea and air in the Beaumaris area:
    (1) The conservation and restoration of the indigenous flora and fauna

1.3(b)(5) to encourage, to the greatest degree possible, and with special reference to the land, 
sea and air in the Beaumaris area:

(5) The maintaining by authorities of active measures to encourage the continued       
widespread and prominent presence of such plants and that local character;

1.3(c) to encourage and participate in the replanting of indigenous flora in the Beaumaris area;

1.3(d) to encourage and participate in the planting of suitable trees and shrubs in nature strips,
in parks, on the foreshore, and in other places within the Beaumaris area;

1.3(e) to promote a public conscience favourable to the carrying out of the aforesaid objects;

1.3(h) to do all such things as may in the opinion of the Association assist in the promotion of 
the said objects.

Beaumaris used to have much more indigenous ground cover until it was replaced by 
rectangles of mown exotic grasses. People have become accustomed to such mown grasses, 
but they will quite readily become accustomed to a more varied flora, which is in no way being 
made compulsory for any particular householder. The draft policy will help make the distinctively
Australian term 'nature strip' more accurate and meaningful, and its wording could benefit from 
that being included as a stated justification.

Yours sincerely,

Ron Morris
President 
Beaumaris Conservation Society Inc.

cc: Mayor and Councillors, Bayside City Council; 
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