Beaumaris State School: 1915-17

by Ray Garnett, member of Beaumaris Conservation Society Inc, June 2014

Earlier history of the School: The school originally was started in the old hall between Martin Street
and Bodley Street in Tramway Parade on the west side. It was a large hall of brick and timber with an
upper circle and rooms below the stage. The school relocated to Dalgetty Road about 1917-18. In

May 1915, Mrs Fairlie Taylor (neé Aidie Lilian Fairlam) was sent to open a new school in Beaumaris.

The Education Department hired the Beaumaris Hall, shown below, a great lofty brick building built in
the heyday of the 1880s land boom. It was 120 feet (36 metres) long and 40 feet (12 metres) wide.
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The Beaumaris Hall (1881-1941) stood on the west side of Tramway Parade, between Martin and Bodley Streets

The early School routine: The pupils were organized in Grades 2 to 6 inclusive, Grade 6 being to
‘Merit’ standard. They were fortunate in their teacher, for she had studied the methods of Emmeline
Pye, one of the pioneers of kindergarten technique. The headings and margins to the blackboards
were decorated with vignettes in coloured chalk. The arts of folding paper to make shapes, and
cutting it to make patterns, were illustrated. Modelling in plasticine was taught.

The more senior pupils were even taught how to take photographs, and to develop and print the film.
All this, of course, was very entertaining; but it was merely supplementary to the remorseless
instruction in the three R’s.
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Every day, before school, the children formed up outside and then marched in, singing a marching
song about bacon and hot potatoes, which they themselves had composed. Those that had brought
their lunch received a cup of tea or cocoa. By and large, it was a happy set-up.

Then, one day, the teacher was found in one of the rooms of the great hall, collapsed under an attack
of acute appendicitis. She was rushed away for immediate surgery, and the senior pupil, Kathleen
Whelan, took charge, at least for the rest of the day. In those days, the operation was considered a
major and dangerous one, with convalescence extended to months.

Kathleen Whelan lived in a house on the north-east corner of Bodley Street and Tramway Parade.
The house abutted both roads. The front had a lattice verandah where people alighting from the
horse tram could have tea and scones etc, or go to the hotel down on the corner of Beach Road. The
Whelans had a cow that they put in nearby fenced paddocks, or tethered it on open ground.

Soon, the relieving teacher, Mr T Ferguson, arrived. That was in August 1915. The children soon
came to like their new teacher. He was friendly and, as a sideline, he interested them, indoors and
out, in the local fauna and flora. On hot days, the art of swimming was included in their education.

Behind his back, the new teacher soon became known affectionately as ‘Old Fergie’. Mr Ferguson
carried on with the classes in the old Beaumaris Hall and, in 1917, the Education Department
purchased the land now occupied by the Dalgetty Road, Beaumaris, State School. On this site, on
high wooden stumps, was constructed a wooden building with a galvanized iron roof. It was a
pavilion-type structure, with canvas blinds instead of windows.

So Mr Ferguson and his pupils, now numbering 41, departed from the old hall to occupy the first of
the buildings on the Dalgetty Road site, an event that could be the beginning of another story.

Fairlie Taylor was a briquette customer of mine, and lived in Stanley Street, Cheltenham. When the
boy Ashley and | climbed through one of the broken windows when | was 8-9 years old, the hall and
the dress circle were filled with theatre seats. There were aisles down the centre and the sides,
similar to theatres.
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