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Vision & Abstract

This document is a review of the Balcombe
Park Management Plan (1996).
Accompanying background material relating
the Reserve can be found in the Bayside
Bushland Strategy (2002).

Balcombe Park is an area of regionally
significant remnant vegetation in Beaumaris,
containing good examples of indigenous
heathland floral species and communities. It
plays a key role in Bayside’s bushland and open
space network.

The remnant heathland vegetation provides an
attractive setting for a formal sportsground.
The Reserve offers the opportunity for a range
of recreational activities.

For the purposes of this Management Plan,
only the bushland vegetation surrounding the
oval at Balcombe Park has been addressed.
Management of the oval, related sporting
activities, including the toilet facilities, are
considered beyond the scope of this plan. It is

anticipated that these issues will be addressed
in a further Management Plan for Balcombe
Park.

Conservation of indigenous species is the
prime objective for the heathland area.
Balcombe Park is the only area of heathland
within Bayside where surviving marsupial
Dasyurid species (Antechinus agilis) have been
identified. Their presence dictates
management of vegetation to ensure their
habitat and continued survival.

Important recommendations from the
Management Plan are to continue with
controlled burning as a management tool to
maintain and increase heathland species
diversity and to provide habitat for fauna, and
to investigate the feasibility of re-instating the
original hydrology of the area.

Volunteers play an important role in the
management of the Reserve, and Balcombe
Park has an active Friends group.

Balcombe Park is a stable indigenous ecosystem characterised by a diverse range of unique species.
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Background
Balcombe Park is a five-sided area with a
frontage on Balcombe Road. It is in the
suburb of Beaumaris, in the City of Bayside.
The Reserve is situated approximately 20
kilometres south-east of the Melbourne GPO.

The land was purchased by Council 1933.
The purpose for which the Reserve was
purchased is unknown, as is the date of the
construction of the oval. A toilet block was
built in 1975 to complement the sporting
oval.

The Balcombe Road street frontage is
approximately 210 m long and the Reserve
has as an area of approximately 3.4 hectares.
A Telstra communications tower is present in
the north-east corner.

The oval is predominantly surrounded by
Coast Tea-tree (Leptospermum laevigatum)
with some areas of regenerated heathland,
and pockets of heathland species throughout.
There is also a remnant of a swamp
community in the north-west corner. The
heathland community and its regeneration
are the focus of this Management Plan.

Cropper (1996) indicates that the original
vegetation of the Reserve was swamp
dominated by Pink Swamp-heath (Sprengelia
incarnata), Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca
ericifolia) and/or Scented Paperbark
(Melaleuca squarrosa). The north-east edge of
the Reserve was Heathy Woodland probably
dominated by River Red Gum (Eucalyptus
camaldulensis), Swamp Gum (E. ovata) and/
or the more common Coast Manna Gum (E.
pryoriana).

Aboriginal relationships to the area are
unknown, but the diversity of vegetation
communities and the swamp system in the
area would have presented a wealth of
resources for Aboriginal people.

Balcombe Park is in a unique position in the
local bushland network in that a large
portion of its boundary is adjacent to the
Royal Melbourne Golf Course (RMGC),
which has significant amounts of remnant
vegetation. This has substantially reduced the
impact of ‘edge effect’ upon the Reserve.
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Issues
The Bayside Bushland Strategy (2002) states
that bushland areas within Bayside are to be
managed by the use of:
. . . various techniques to remove coast tea tree
and coast wattle from defined heathland areas;
and
. . . fire to manage heathland vegetation by
timing burns to create a mosaic of heathland ages
at the expense of Coast Tea-tree and Coast Wattle.

Cropper (1996) details the present vegetation of
Balcombe Park into the following communities:

Coast Tea Tree (Leptospermum laevigatum)
Low Closed-forest (Community 1)
Located mainly on the western side of the
Reserve and a few small pockets in the rest of
the Reserve, this vegetation is very dense. The
overstorey consists of mature Coast Tea-tree
with scattered Coast Wattle (Acacia sophorae).
The dense understorey consists mainly of
weeds such as Wandering Jew (Tradescantia
fluminensis) and Pampas Lily-of-the-Valley
(Salpichroa origanifolia). There are a few
heath species present in addition to a boggy
area with wet heath species.

Coast Tea Tree (Leptospermum laevigatum)
Low Closed-forest (Community 2)
This extensive area contains mature Coast
Tea-tree, with a significant presence of Sand-
hill Sword-sedge (Lepidosperma concavum) in
the understorey.

Open-heath or Low Scrubland
This vegetation is dominated by Silky
Guinea-flower (Hibbertia sericea), Twiggy
Daisy-bush (Olearia ramulosa), Heath Tea-
tree (Leptospermum myrsinoides) and/or
Common Correa (Correa reflexa). These
pockets of vegetation resulted from extensive
regeneration following a wildfire in 1992 and
a controlled ecological burn in 2001. Over
100 indigenous species have been recorded in
this area, including a number of species
which occur in no other location in the
municipality and several species which were
considered locally extinct until their
reappearance here. The dominant weeds are
exotic perennial and annual grasses.

In February of 1992, a fire occurred on the
northern boundary of the Reserve. As past
fires in similar types of vegetation in other
reserves had resulted in regeneration of heath,
it was considered that this area had the
potential for good regeneration also, but
would require significant post-burn weeding.
Much of the burnt Coast Tea-tree
(Leptospermum laevigatum) was removed in
the first few days following the fire although
this was not completed due to a need to
minimise the disturbance to the ash bed.
Temporary fencing was erected shortly after
the burn and replaced with a permanent
mesh fence in February 1993.

VEGETATION
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Issues
A controlled burn was conduced in the north-
west corner of the Reserve in 2001, with a
successful regeneration of many heathland
species. Volunteers have undertaken the
majority of follow up weeding in both sites
and it is due to this consistent effort that the
regenerated heathland vegetation is of high
quality.

WET SOAK
A natural wet soak area exists on the western
side of the Reserve. The area has a natural
ephemeral water regime that is dependent on
the catchment from the surrounding area.

The main change that has occurred to the land
in and around the Reserve is the draining of
the swamp system. The natural drainage has
been altered and now most of the water is
carried away through sub-surface storm water
drains or via the water table.

These changes have left only a small pocket of
remnant wet soak species. The soak provides a
wet soil habitat for plants as distinct from
open ponds for aquatic species. Sufficient
wetland-style habitat may attract additional
bird species such as Snipe, Brush Bronzewings
and Quail.

Cropper (1996) identified that the Reserve
provides the best opportunity to re-establish a
swamp community within the City of Bayside.

INDIGENOUS ORCHIDS
Ten species of indigenous orchids have been
positively identified within the Reserve. A
further eight colonies possess species which
have been identified to genus level.

Weed Control
Weed control within the Heathland is an
ongoing issue and there appears to be a direct
correlation between the residential land use to
the west of the Reserve and the degraded
vegetation found in that area of the Reserve.

Fauna Management
At least eighteen species of bird utilise the
Reserve, giving the area local significance and
Pavey (1996) indicates that the Reserve is an
area of core habitat in the City.

The Reserve abuts RMGC and therefore
isolation of habitat is not such a major issue.
This is probably an important factor to explain
the survival of marsupial Dasyurid species
identified in Balcombe Park Reserve in 2001,
possibly Agile Antechinus (Antechinus agilis)—
a small native mouse-like nocturnal insectivore.

Prior to being identified at Balcombe Park, the
nearest known population was previously
thought to be at least 25 kilometres away.
Antechinus show broad preference for dense
undergrowth and litter, and higher densities
occur in wetter environments (Menkhorst
1996). They utilise deep fissures in tree trunks
and logs. They climb readily and build nests of
dry eucalyptus leaves in tree hollows.
Communal nests can only be built in large
hollows in mature trees. Nests can be at ground
level or many metres above the ground.

Fire Risk Management
This is an ongoing issue within the reserve.
Firebreaks are annually inspected and access
for fire-fighting vehicles is available via these
firebreaks and across the oval to the bushland
area via two slip rails located at the southern
entrances on Balcombe Road.

WEED CONTROL, FAUNA MANAGEMENT & FIRE RISK MANAGEMENT
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Ecological Fire Regime
Appropriate fire regimes should be conducted
where practical and these regimes established
with Council contract specifications. The
Bushland Strategy (2002) and Cropper (1996
& 2001) recommends controlled burns as a
valuable management tool and, due to the
significance of the heathland vegetation, it is
important that these recommendations are
carried out.

Litter Management
Litter is an ongoing management issue within
the heathland. Balcombe Park has a school to
the south, which appears to be a considerable
source of litter. Other pollutants impacting
upon the Reserve may include household
rubbish, herbicides, garden refuse, broken glass
and dog excreta.

All of these can have a degrading effect on the
Reserve, particularly the vegetation.

Dog Management
There are several problems associated with
dogs within the heathland area. Dog
droppings bring excessive nutrients foreign to
heathland communities and these nutrients
can lead to an increase in weed species, which
can out-compete the indigenous vegetation.

Dogs running off leash throughout the
heathland can also damage regenerating
species, such as orchid colonies, and species
regenerating after burns. They may also
disturb the seed bank stored within the soil, as
well as disturbing native fauna. Balcombe Park
is designated as a dog ‘on leash’ area, as are all
Bushland Reserves, due to this sensitivity to
disturbance by dogs.

Disturbance
Cubby-house building is a problem due to
destruction of vegetation, accumulation of
rubbish and disturbance, which increases the
potential for weed invasion.

Non-use of the path system can lead to
trampling of vegetation, disturbance to fauna
and the development of informal pathways,
which then leads to more intensive usage,
increasing the impacts.

Access
Access to Balcombe Park is very open on the
southern frontage. Pedestrian access is well
catered for at present, with entry to sporting
facilities unrestricted. A number of the
adjacent residential properties have gates in
their rear fences, which allow access to the
Reserve.

Issues
ECOLOGICAL FIRE REGIME, LITTER MANAGEMENT, DOG MANAGEMENT

DISTURBANCE, ACCESS



Balcombe Park
Page 8

Management
PRESCRIPTIONS

It is expected that a review of the Management
Plan with expert advice will be conducted
every three years.

High Priority
1.1 Maintain the heathland community

through appropriate fire regimes,
conducting controlled burns as a
management tool.  Mosaic burning is
essential to ensure survival of Antechinus
populations.

1.2 Undertake a feasibility study of
regeneration of the wet soak community.

1.3 Provide and manage appropriate habitats
for native fauna, with specific reference to
Antechinus (in conjunction with
RMGC), and undertake informed
habitat management.  The Antechinus’
requirement for large tree hollows and
deep leaf litter for foraging need to be
taken into account.

1.4 Control and eradicate pest animal species
where possible to help ensure the survival
of the Antechinus’ species.

1.5 Conserve and maintain orchid colonies.
1.6 Control domestic animals within the

Reserve to limit the amount of animal
waste products.

1.7 Control and eradicate weeds in the
Heathland area.

1.8 Monitor areas of weed control annually.
1.9 Maintain vegetative buffer on the western

side of the Park between the oval and the
heathland by planting appropriate species.

1.10 Maintain firebreaks in accordance with
MFESB.

Medium Priority
2.1 Monitor the Antechinus population

annually using hair tubes.
2.2 Maintain pockets of heath species within

Leptospermum laevigatum Low Closed-
forest.

2.3 Identify sources of various pollution,
including nutrients, within Balcombe
Park and reduce their impact.

2.4 Maintain the track network within the
bushland areas, closing paths as necessary
depending on impact on flora/fauna
species.

Low Priority
3.1 Reduce weed infestation within

Leptospermum laevigatum Low Closed-
forest.

3.2 Enhance the aesthetic values of the
Reserve.

3.3 Involve a wide range of interested groups
and individuals in the management of the
Reserve.

3.4 Promote recreational opportunities
within the Reserve, consistent with
conservation objectives.

3.5 Conduct an education campaign,
including letterboxing of neighbouring
properties, to raise community awareness
about issues within the Reserve.
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Mapped Details

Bayside City Council
Corporate Centre
PO Box 27, 76 Royal Avenue
Sandringham  Victoria  3191
Phone: 9599 4444  Fax: 9598 4474

Website: www.bayside.vic.gov.au
Email: enquiries@bayside.vic.gov.au

Hours of business: 8.30am–5.00pm
Monday to Friday (except public holidays)
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