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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 1997

WELCOME & THANKS: ACHIEVEMENTS 96-97

REVITALIZED SOCIETY
One of if not the biggest local conservation society in Australia.
Incorporation: Reorganized the structure of the Society. Our membership has grown to almost 500.

VEGETATION
EIGHT HUNDRED NATURE STRIP TREES TO BE PLANTED IN 1998
Completed survey. We negotiated with the Council and will be involved on a voluntary basis in the 
planting program. The trees are currently being propagated.

LOCAL TREE PROTECTION LAW ENACTED.
This is now built into our local laws and will not therefore be wiped out under the new state planning 
scheme.

THE PAMPHLET “TREES ADD VALUE” WAS DISTRIBUTED TO ALL HOMES
Copies of this are available.

DEVELOPMENT
Total of eighteen objections. Two developments have been significantly reduced in size.  
Awareness that trees add value. Porous paving to allow for runoff.
Starting to get developers to plant native/indigenous. Increased awareness of streetscapes.

PUBLIC AWARENESS
Local member of Parliament, Council both local councillor and officers.
Hon. Robert Maclellan addressed our general meeting.  I have spoken on the radio and supplied material
for a major article on development in The Age.  The local paper is also aware of our activities and 
concerns.  It is of benefit that members take up issues and write to the local paper.  Thanks to Rose 
Allaway.  It is vital that our concerns do not always come from that same source.

DEVELOPMENT
POTENTIAL FLOOD OF DEVELOPMENT ON BEACH ROAD
Historic area of Beach Park. Several landmark planning applications passed.
Developers and real estate agents now see this stretch of Beach Rd as ripe for picking.
Pressure will be put on Beach Park as everyone wants a view of the sea. Tree vandalism on the rise.
I recently completed a survey of the area. Seven developments have been recently completed or are
currently partially completed.  Ten sites are either awaiting planning permits or for sale.
Assuming that the density will follow the current site coverage, there could be approximately thirty houses
built on these sites and no room for vegetation.

Recommending to the new planning scheme the following constraints for Beach Rd. in line with U.C.S. 
New development to be single dwelling only, site coverage to be 50%. No subdivision should be allowed.
I fear that many people will not realize the full ramifications and effects of this torrent of development until
it is too late and we are faced with wall to wall development along one side of the road and no trees on 
the other, but rather a vision such as meets one’s sight as one drives past the remains of the dune at the 
old John Hancock’s site.

The Society is going to the Administrative Tribunal (AAT) to oppose the council's decision to allow four 
two storey dwellings at 3 Beach Rd.

http://www.bcs.asn.au/
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NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER
This is the area where our planners and council are letting us down.
Because it is non-scientific in definition and the AAT tends to ignore or deny this requirement it is all too 
easy for planners and councillors to forget about this aspect. Once building precedents are established 
objections or opposition is more difficult. We will support residents.

NEW STATE PLANNING SCHEME
All councils are required to develop new planning schemes that conform to the new state guidelines. The 
greatest dangers of theses schemes as I see it are that they are broad brush views with not a lot of 
specific criteria. The Municipal Strategic Statement, the urban character study and the street tree 
strategy, which outlines the Council's recommendations are on public view at local libraries and the 
Corporate Centre i.e. Council offices in Royal Ave. The closing date for objections is 25th November. We 
are recommending that further design guidelines be developed and that these specifically recognize our 
streetscapes, the indigenous and native character of our vegetation, and the style of Beaumaris.

CONCLUSION
On the good news fron,t I am involved with a group of people who are developing an action campaign 
called "Save Our Suburbs." Obviously I shall represent our interests as a suburb. This campaign is 
intended to act as an umbrella group to provide a forum and a focus for the increasingly frustrated 
ratepayers of the cities of Melbourne in relation to the inadequacies of the planning regulations and 
processes.

A major public meeting is planned in the Melbourne Town Hall late in February.  At this time specific 
actions will be outlined.

More and more people are realizing that the current boom in development is not about curbing urban 
sprawl rather when one sees the new suburbs rising daily around the outer areas of the city that it is 
about development to fuel a growth in employment and to stimulate the economy by allowing developers 
to take the money and run to the next development site laying all bare in their tracks and paving the raw 
earth with concrete with not a space for a tree.  Put simply it is about greed.

The next year is a crucial one. We need to be strongly united in our efforts. The policies and the practices
that will take place in this time will set the scene for either the destruction or the preservation of our local 
leafy environment. People, trees and birds need gardens.  Trees are the lungs of the earth.  They reduce 
pollution and soften the urban environment.  We need backyards. Where can you relax after a hard 
week’s work?  Where else can the children play in privacy and seclusion.  Public open space is a poor 
substitute for your own bit of land. The very fabric of Australian life is under threat when we allow 
ourselves to be persuaded that there is no value in privacy, no value in trees and gardens, no reason to 
want a backyard. Because a small percentage of the population want smaller houses with courtyards and
no trees does not mean that the great silent majority of the people have to be told what we need by big 
brother. I do not believe that the majority of the people wish to be referred to as clients and customers.  
We are not clients or customers of our governments, we are citizens and ratepayers who pay taxes to 
fund our society and is it not said he who pays the piper calls the tune?  I say let’s call the tune.  To 
protect the character of Beaumaris we must all pull together.

Valarie Ross, President


