Beaumaris Conservation Society Inc.

President's Report 2012

I'd firstly like to acknowledge and pay tribute to the original inhabitants and
conservators of the land now known as Beaumaris - the Boon wurrung people
of the Kulin nation.

I have the pleasure of reporting to you the main tasks and activities undertaken
by your Committee over the previous year

Our primary focus has been on the Bike Trail Extension issue and the
continuing battle against over development.

After years of lobbying on the bike trail extension at all levels of Government
the 1ssue has come down to the possible loss of 66 mature indigenous trees and
severe cut back of 19 others from the edge of Beach Road between Cromer and
Charman Roads. As endorsed by resolution at the recent General Meeting, BCS
Inc. appealed to VCAT to have Bayside Council's decision to issue itself a
Planning Permit for the work, overturned.

Having attended a Mediation Meeting at VCAT without any subsequent change
of position by Bayside Council or ourselves, we go to the Tribunal on the
scheduled date - 10.00 a.m on Wednesday the 10th of October, to put our case
for a better outcome. On this issue we are indebted to Committee members,
Kornel Koffsovitz and Heather Stewart, who have taken on the responsibility of
presenting our case at the VCAT Hearing.

On the residential development front, we have much to thank Chris Sutton for.
Over the year Chris has evaluated numerous applications for Planning Permits,
drafted objections to most of them and represented BCS Inc. at Council
meetings and VCAT Hearings. Our main concern with development proposals
is the lack of space and sunlight left available for indigenous canopy trees and
other vegetation to be planted and grow - the issue that best represents the
objectives of BCS Inc.

There have been some significant successes and, thanks mainly to Chris, we
have the respect and attention of councillors, Council Officers and VCAT
Members with whom inappropriate development proposals have been
challenged on behalf of BCS Inc.

Allied to lodging and pursuing our objections, Chris has also given his time as
our representative on the Beach Road Consultative Committee, the Planning
Panel that led to a Significant Landscape Overlay being determined for Point
and Coral Avenues, and Bayside Council focus groups on Housing and
Environment and Bayside's Housing Strategy.


http://www.bcs.asn.au/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/vic/VCAT/2012/1594.html
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Chris has recently finalized our submission to State Government and Bayside
Council on Planning Scheme amendments that will flow from Government
initiatives to reform Zoning Provisions to supposedly provide "new and
improved residential zones".

We are thankful to Chris for his commitment to our objectives put so effectively
into practice by him.

As to submission writing, we are thankful to Geoff Goode for formulating our
submission to Council on Bayside's Open Space Strategy and for his
membership of the Reference Group on behalf of the Society, and to Heather
for assisting with our submission to Council on the draft Tree Strategy and
Street and Park Tree Management Policy. Other submissions were tendered and
reinforced by speaking to Council meetings in support of the Highett Grassy
Woodlands, Council's Controlled Burn Policy, and vegetation-related provisions
of the Bayside Planning Scheme.

There were two events that occurred during the year that I thought worthy of
mention because of their uniqueness.

Firstly, Ken Rendell our past President, Secretary, Treasurer and Zone Leader
during his membership of over 40 years, received the inaugural Environment
Award from Bayside Council on Australia Day. Ken was nominated for his
many contributions to our natural environment.

Secondly, two of our Committee members got married - to each other - surely a
first in the annals of the Society. In March Heather and Kornel were wed at
Table Rock reinforcing not only their love for one another, but also for the
coastal environment they now volunteer to protect. It is our hope that their
marriage and commitment to BCS Inc. are equally long and fruitful.

Heather and Kornel also managed to put an edition of the BCS Inc. Bulletin
together during the year. After a long lapse, it was good to see some output to
our loyal membership, particularly to those who can't take advantage of our
web page and emails - perhaps we can manage further editions in the coming
year.

Heather is standing for election in the forthcoming Council elections - a
candidate whose environmental credentials we can be sure of.
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During the next 12 months we expect that the BMYS Marina proposal will
move forward. There are meetings and reports occurring behind the scenes that
we are aware of but not privy too. When the Environmental Effects Statement is
released for public comment, we need to be ready and have the community
already on side to oppose this further privatization of our coastline. Geoff,
Kornel and Greg have agreed to lead the charge on this one and will need full
membership support and assistance. We are very pleased that Jan Oliver
accepted our invitation to speak to us tonight about the successful campaign
waged by Mornington Environment Association Inc. against the Mornington
Marina proposal. We may pick up a few pointers there.

One Committee member who I haven't mentioned yet is Ingrid Ashford. Ingrid
is retiring from Committee having served BCS Inc. loyally for 14 years.

It is never an easy thing to lose a member of Committee particularly one like
Ingrid - an ever present helper, particularly to Chris with planning issues, but
more generally, as the need arose, Ingrid was there as a very effective and active
Zone Leader.

Committee members wanted to publicly express thanks to Ingrid for her loyalty
and commitment and it gives me pleasure to offer her this Letter under Seal in
appreciation for her long and faithful involvement as a Committee member.

In closing, there are times when Committee members wonder if we are alone in
our desire to preserve Beaumaris in a recognizably different form to other parts
of Bayside, particularly because for the past few years we have been unable to
fill all 8 Zone Leader positions. This has increased the workload on the
remainder and with the majority of Committee members also being employed
full-time, our capacity to be as effective as we may like to be, is limited. If just
a few more members, ideally with some aptitude for planning, marketing or
submission writing as well as a passion to preserve Beaumaris, volunteered
their services, how much more might we be able to achieve and continue to
grow over the NEXT 60 years.

Leaving you with that thought, I would like to thank the outgoing Committee
for their hard work and for supporting me as President throughout the year. |
tender my report for your consideration and acceptance.

Ron Morris
President
BCS Inc. 13/09/2012
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