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I'd firstly like to acknowledge and pay tribute to the original inhabitants and conservationists of the 
land now known as Beaumaris - the Boon wurrung people of the Kulin nation.

As I reviewed the year for the purposes of this report, it was the positive issues that stood out.

A high note was the celebration of 60 years of continuous operation of our Society celebrated in 
the Community Centre last April. It was a wonderful and  inspiring afternoon where members past 
and present renewed acquaintances and reminisced over battles won and lost and achievements 
of the Society over 6 decades.

Also on a positive note, Bayside Council elections last October resulted in an outstanding result 
for the youngest candidate, Heather Stewart, a BCS Inc. member and prior to her election, a Zone 
Leader on the Committee. Her election was particularly pleasing and hopefully demonstrated the 
on-going concern for the Beaumaris environment by a large number of Southern Ward residents. 
Sadly, we had to receive Heather's resignation from the Committee as a result to avoid any 
possible conflicts of interest and that of Kornel Koffsovitz. As Heather's husband his resignation as 
our Secretary was also necessary and was accepted with regret. We were grateful that Diana 
Dugan was able to step in as Acting Secretary at short notice. Thank you Diana.

Heather's excellent performance on Council to date, has surely been to the benefit of the Bayside 
community generally, and more so for the Southern Ward ratepayers. It's also worth saying how 
very pleasing has been the positive attitude to the Beaumaris environment demonstrated by our 
other Southern Ward Councillor, Cr Laurie Evans. We thank them both and appreciate their 
consistent support for issues involving risk to the the Beaumaris environment.

During the year there have been a range of issues  affecting the Beaumaris environment and 
responded to by BCS Inc. on your behalf . These have included the Ricketts Point and Landside 
Management Plan, the Beaumaris Sporting Complex proposal in Banksia Reserve, proposed tree 
removal and asphalting of part of the Beaumaris Reserve, and a proposed amendment to the 
Bayside Planning Scheme to rezone Ricketts Point Landside Reserve and Long Hollow Heathland 
Reserve as Public Conservation and Resource Zones, which we wholeheartedly supported of 
course.

Further afield, we continued to show support for the Highett Grassy Woodlands preservation and 
were pleased to receive positive news on that front recently.

Most issues remain on-going so our work is not finished.  Further details, as well as our 
submissions, are available on our website.
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The battle against multi-dwelling developments has continued throughout the year resulting in 
formal objections to Council often followed by speaking at Council to reinforce our concerns, and 
frequent attendances at VCAT to give support to Council's and our objections to a planning permit 
application. This is very time consuming and quite demanding on those few Committee members 
able and available to develop and present our submissions, but to do otherwise would result in 
worse outcomes for the protection and enhancing of our neighbourhood environment continuously 
at risk from inappropriate development.

We remain hopeful that new Planning Zone proposals currently going through the approval 
processes at Council and State levels to which BCS Inc., is having input, will incorporate controls 
embracing our major concerns and may reduce our workload in this area in the future.

Still before us is the Beaumaris Motor Yacht Squadron so called “Safe Harbour” proposal. 
Although the long-awaited stakeholder's consultations to be held prior to finalisation of an 
Environment Effects Statement have still not occurred, we have endeavoured to keep the issue 
alive through media releases, letters to Government and via our website and Bulletin. Last year’s 
guest speaker, Jan Oliver from the Mornington Environment Association, provided much useful 
tactical information and this year our guest speaker, Celeste Ward, will focus on the issue from a 
different aspect and possibly one that will help 'turn the tide' and assist our case against the 
proposal. 

That concludes a very brief overview of our activities during the year and some direction for the 
year ahead. I couldn't close without expressing my sincere appreciation on your behalf and 
personally, to the outgoing Committee for their willing support and assistance throughout the year, 
to those members who are not on the Committee but have also demonstrated their support and 
assistance on a range of matters, and to the membership generally, without whom BCS Inc. would 
not have lasted this long, have the respect it has achieved at Government levels, nor have been 
able to continue to strive for the preservation of the special Beaumaris environment. Thank you 
all.

Ron Morris
President
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