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I acknowledge the original custodians of the land now known as Beaumaris - the Boon wurrung 
people of the Kulin nation.

The past year has again been an active one for the Committee with many hours volunteered to 
pursue the aims of the Society often in the face of determined opposition. A constant flow of 
planning applications was dealt with, developers still intent on pushing the building envelope as 
far as possible, destroying existing mature vegetation and leaving insufficient areas for effective 
replanting. Many hours have been devoted to written and oral submissions to Council and 
VCAT, with some, but never sufficient, success. 

Some hope is now placed in the recent rezoning of 85% of Bayside (all of Beaumaris) as 
"Neighbourhood Residential", which should restrict the number of houses per site and in future, 
with additional controls requested of State Government by Bayside Council and supported by 
BCS Inc. should, if endorsed, further limit building footprints and paved areas leaving greater 
space for tree and shrub planting.

The proposed extension to the Beaumaris Motor Yacht Squadron in Beaumaris Bay continues to
be a major concern. An Environmental Effects Statement will, when eventually released for 
public comment, provide for only 20 days to prepare and submit formal objections to such an 
outlandish takeover of significant public space and the environmental and cultural disaster that 
will result.
 
BCS Inc. needed to get on the front foot well beforehand. A member, Dr Shirley Prager, earlier 
this year indicated a willingness to drive our campaign forward in the interim. As Convenor of the
Beaumaris Bay Sub-committee, Shirley has been very active in getting our message of 
opposition out far and wide ever since including linking up and gaining support from 
neighbouring conservation groups and various Government authorities and other groups to 
present a more united front and spread the message further, essential if we are going to have 
any chance of success once the EES is finally released.

Our Publicity and Membership Sub-committee took advantage of opportunities to increase our 
visibility in the community during the year featuring at two community events. 

Firstly with an informative display in the garden of Craig and Fiona Austin in Bellaire Court, as 
part of Family Life Open Garden Day. Despite the cold wet weather, some hundreds of people 
came to view the Austins’ indigenous garden, and received information about BCS Inc. as well. 
Our presence was well received with encouragement to continue our stand on behalf of the 
Beaumaris environment.

Secondly BCS Inc. had a display stand at the Beaumaris Primary School Fete. As well as 
providing information, we also had indigenous plants from the Community Nursery for sale. 
A good result with 100 plants sold and six new members. 
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BCS Inc. developed a social media presence during the year as a further outreach opportunity. 
We now have a Facebook page available to provide rapid, concise details and information on 
issues and campaigns. We have over 60 'likes' so far. If you haven't yet done so, google the 
Beaumaris Conservation Society Facebook page, have a look at the range of information, and 
add your 'like'. While there, you may like to add your name to the growing number on the 'No 
Marina for Beaumaris' petition (206 to date).

A grant from Bendigo Bank through its annual Community Sponsorship and Grants Program 
was gained during the year. We have $500.00 to put towards website updating as soon as we 
find a volunteer to take that on as a project.  

Through the year, Council has called for submissions on a number of issues to which BCS Inc. 
has responded. 

Some, but not all of these were:  the Coastal Management Plan, the Ricketts Point and Ricketts 
Point Landside Management Plan, proposed tree removals, asphalting and kerbing of existing 
sandy car parking surfaces at the Beaumaris Reserve, proposed altered path alignment on the 
cliff top from Cromer to Charman Roads, supporting Planning Scheme Amendments C110 and 
C112, which despite some opposition are now in place to provide greater protection to our 
Heathland Reserves plus ensure that controlled burning can take place within them without the 
need to first obtain a Planning permit, the proposed location of a Science Education Centre 
within the Beaumaris Yacht Club building, and the proposed  Nature Strip Planting Policy.

So, I think you'll agree it has been a busy year on Committee promoting our aims and providing 
at least a controlling influence over those whose aims may differ from our own.

I cannot conclude without expressing thanks to our two Ward Councillors the current Mayor, 
Laurie Evans, and his Deputy, Heather Stewart, who have demonstrated both within the Council
chamber and in the community their wholehearted support and passion for the preservation of 
the environment of Beaumaris, whilst balancing their responsibilities to the whole of Bayside. 
Southern Ward is indeed fortunate to have them as its representatives.

I would like to personally thank the outgoing Committee for their support and assistance to me 
during my term as President, and I am very pleased that I can step down fully aware that the 
good work on behalf of our community will continue because of the passion and calibre of those 
willing to stand up for it and either re-nominate or step up for the first time. 

A final thankyou to all members for your commitment and financial support, essential if the 
Society is to continue to effectively advocate for the environmental protection and enhancement 
of our standout suburb. 

Like working in one of the 'Friends' groups, many hands do make light work, so in closing I 
would urge you all to make BCS Inc. a priority endeavour and seek out opportunities to assist 
your incoming Committee.

I move that my report be adopted.

Ron Morris
President
Beaumaris Conservation Societ
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